
All puppies are born with tails, but some breeds have them cut off – or docked – when they
are a few days old. It is done for fashion. Dogs need their tails to communicate and to
balance. Docking is painful and does not benefit the dog. It is also unnecessary as all breeds
can enter dog shows with their full tails. The dogs pictured here have not had their tails
docked as puppies. If you are thinking of getting a puppy, check if it is one of the docked
breeds. If it is, ask the breeder to leave its tail intact. 

Every dog should have
a tail to tell...

Boxer Yorkshire Terrier

Dobermann Cavalier King Charles Spaniel

Norfolk Terrier

Jack Russell Terrier

Rottweiler

Weimaraner

Old English Sheepdog

English Springer Spaniel

Soft-Coated Wheaten Terrier

Corgi (Pembroke)

Cocker Spaniel

Miniature Poodle

ANIMAL WELFARE FOUNDATION
Br i t i sh  Vete r ina ry  As soc ia t ion

THE BLUE CROSS
‘Docking simply because the dog is of a particular breed,
type or conformation is not justified’

BRITISH VETERINARY ASSOCIATION
‘Docking of dogs’ tails (other than for therapeutic reasons)
is unacceptable’

BRITISH SMALL ANIMAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION
‘Non-therapeutic docking of puppies’ tails is an unnecessary
mutilation’

DOGS TRUST
‘We are totally opposed to tail docking unless it is a
veterinary requirement’

PDSA
‘PDSA pledge to keep tails wagging – as nature intended’

ROYAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY SURGEONS
‘Tail docking in dogs is an unacceptable procedure when
carried out for non-therapeutic reasons’

RSPCA
‘We are opposed to the mutilation of animals for cosmetic
(non-veterinary) purposes’

WOOD GREEN ANIMAL SHELTERS
’Tail docking is an unnecessary and outdated practice which
we do not support’

Photographs: © Animal-Photography.co.uk

Poster produced by the BVA Animal Welfare Foundation (287118). For additional
copies please contact the BVA AWF on: 020 7636 6541. Alternatively you can request a
copy from www.bva-awf.org.uk
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